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Romans 10:4-15 – The Best News of All 

 

1. Hearing Good News 

 

The Ebola outbreak in West Africa has had terrible consequences. 

 961 people have died and 1779 have been infected. 

 The World Health Organization says it is by far the worst Ebola outbreak on record. 

 

The account of Dr Kent Brantly, from Forth Worth Texas, sheds some light on the devastation. 

The report from ABC News America reads:   

 

“Brantly, from Fort Worth, Texas, has been living and working in Monrovia, Liberia since last 

October, when he moved there with his wife and two young children as part of a post-residency 

program set up by Samaritan's Purse, a nondenominational evangelical Christian organization 

that aims to provide international aid.” 

 

“Although Brantly specialized in general family care, after the Ebola outbreak reached Liberia he 

was given the job of overseeing care for infected patients as director for the organization's 

Ebola Consolidated Case Management Center, due to his detailed knowledge of protocol to 

safeguard health workers. 

 

Brantly's family happened to be on a trip to the U.S. when he became ill and were not exposed 

to the disease. Brantly first noticed his symptoms earlier this week and immediately 

quarantined himself, according to Strickland.  

 

Brantly shocked doctors on Saturday when he walked into Emory University Hospital. He and 

missionary Nancy Writebol, had been given an experimental Ebola treatment made by Mapp 

Biopharmaceuticals that had been shown to be helpful in monkey studies. 

 

“The plain fact is that we don’t know whether that treatment is helpful, harmful or doesn’t have 

any impact,” Dr. Tom Frieden, director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

testified before Congress earlier this week. “We’re unlikely to know from the experience of two 

or a handful of patients whether it works.” 

 

Now, could you imagine if this experimental treatment was successful? 

Could you imagine if this treatment only used on monkeys was 100% successful for humans? 

Could you imagine the celebration, of being able to stop this Ebola outbreak in its tracks? 

I mean, if you had the Ebola virus,  

wouldn’t you kiss the feet of someone who brought you such good news? 
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2. Righteousness from the Law (v. 5) 

 

Today, we’re shifting from our gospel reading to our epistle. 

And today, we come across one of the pinnacles of Paul’s letter to the church in Rome. 

Paul quotes Isaiah – “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

Paul joyfully declares the marvellous news that even the feet of those who bring it are beautiful! 

Paul triumphantly states this news and it resonates on the emotional level like a cure for Ebola! 

 

But before we get onto this good news – we need to understand the context of the good news. 

We need understand the surrounding picture of why this news is so good.  

So let’s read again from Romans 10:4-5   

 

Paul makes a comparison between the righteousness found in Christ, 

And the righteousness that comes through the Law of Moses. 

 

That is, on the one hand, Jesus is the end point of the law.  

Jesus is the termination point to the train tracks of the law given to Moses. 

Furthermore, the righteousness that Jesus brings comes through faith. 

 

On the other hand,  

The righteousness that comes from the law comes through ‘doing’ the law. 

Paul quotes Moses, in Leviticus 18:5 to emphasis the point. 

That is, if one fails to acknowledge that end of the train line is Jesus, 

 If one fails to terminate the train at Jesus, then there is only ‘doing’ the law to live. 

  Then there is only the pushing up and down to keep going to ‘do’ the law. 

 

So Paul is stating – if you choose to keep on doing the law, 

 Even though the termination point has been reached, then you have to keep doing them. 

 

So, firstly, there is a termination point – Jesus is the end point of the law. 
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3. Righteousness out of faith (vv. 6-13) 

 

By direct contrast, the righteousness that comes from faith isn’t a ‘doing’ paradigm. 

For the righteousness that comes from faith does take a particular course of action. 

 

a. Not us reaching God (v. 6-7) 

 

The righteousness that comes by faith does try to reach  God. << v. 6-7 >> 

No matter how many attempts humanity makes reaching up to God will fail. 

We can not reach God by our intellect, by our force of will, by our physical appearance. 

Neither if we try to go up to heaven to find God, nor also if we go down into the depths… 

Today, people do try to reach God through spiritists and mediums, occultists and séances.  

However, none of these will work. None of these will connect to God or Jesus. 

 

b. But the Word is near (vv. 8-9) 

 

The righteousness that comes by faith originates from a totally different point, a totally different 

place. << v. 8-9 >> 

 

The word, and specifically here, the capital T, capital W, The Word, Jesus is near. 

And therefore, because the word is near, the way righteousness by faith works is radically different. 

 

Our lips are the outward expression of the inner reality in our heart. 

And remember from last week – our heart is the centre of our being, not just our emotions. 

And therefore our heart is the centre of our inner person, our inner being. 

So our outward expression reflects the inner reality - “Jesus Christ is Lord” 

 

c. Salvation by calling (v. 13) 

 

And on this basis, on believing in our hearts that Jesus Christ is Lord, and by confessing with our lips 

We read these wonderful words of assurance in v. 13. << v. 13 >> 
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4. The Gospel Logic (vv. 14-15) 

 

Well, Paul then pushes onto what I’ve called the gospel logic. 

The gospel logic takes the shape of a series of rhetorical questions. 

And these questions have a wonderful rhetorical force to them. << vv. 14-15 >> 

 

a. Believing requires Hearing  

 

The logic is straight forward – believing requires hearing. 

 

b. Hearing requires Proclaiming 

 

Hearing requires preaching, or proclaiming 

 

c. Proclaiming requires Sending 

 

And proclaiming requires sending. 

And here, the word for ‘sending’ is the exact same word where we get ‘apostles’ 

That is, the word apostles literally means ‘sent ones’. 

And therefore primarily in view here are the apostles as the sent ones, 

 Particularly, the apostles as they fulfil the words of Isaiah. 

 As Paul preaches the news of salvation for all who believe, 

 Paul himself is the bearer of good news, great tidings! 

 

 

We do not fight a military fight, with military weapons and the conquest of lands. 

We fight a spiritual fight, with spiritual weapons and conquests of hearts and minds 

We proclaim, and we bring people to hear the good news. 

And we pray, that God would indeed open blind eyes, enlighten darkened minds, 

 That God would bring those around us to life in Christ,  

to call on the name of the Lord and be saved! 
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5. The Gospel, Beautiful Feet, and Us 

 

So to finish, the question for us is – how beautiful are our feet? 

 

No, not in the sense the you’ve just had a pedicure, and now your feet look lovely? 

 

But rather, the spiritual reality – our feet used to bring the good news to other? 

 

 

Let’s pray. 


